
INTRODUCTION

Ottawa Elementary District 141 operates five schools for approximately
2,100 students in grades K-8. Three K-4 schools are operated in various
sections of the city. Central School serves all students in grades 5-6 and
Shepherd Middle School serves all students in grades 7-8.

A well-rounded program is offered to students including special teachers
in elementary art, music and physical education. Band programs are
available for students beginning in the summer before 4th grade. There
are also two parochial grade schools in the city. St. Patrick School is a K-8
building located on the west side of Ottawa. St. Columba is also a K-8
building located in central Ottawa. The parochial and public schools have
an excellent working relationship and services are shared whenever
possible. Ottawa takes PRIDE in its excellent schools. Education is
Ottawa's investment in the future and the District's staff has worked hard
to assure citizens that their investment has been a wise and profitable o

MISSION STATEMENT

Our community is committed to quality education provided by the
Ottawa Elementary School District for all children in a positive and
inviting environment that empowers students to become diverse and
global lifelong learner



LANGUAGE ARTS/READING

The Language Arts and Reading curriculum at Ottawa Elementary is a
rigorous course of study that challenges students to exceed in both
reading and writing.

TEXT SERIES:
K-5:  Scott Foresman Reading Street Series  Pearson Publishing        
6-8: Pearson Penguin Literature Series Pearson Publishing

RTI (Response to Intervention) has been implemented district wide.
This program offers intense reading instruction to those students who
struggle with reading. Instruction is given by reading specialists and
instructional support staff.
RTI Interventions used for the program include but are not limited to:
• Scott Foresman My Sidewalks Series
• Read Naturally
• Six Minute Solutions
• Michael Heggarty
• Jolly Phonics
• Great Leaps
• Wilson Reading program

Curricular instruction at Ottawa Elementary is aligned with the Illinois
State Standards.



Illinois State English Language Arts Goals

Goal 1:   Read with understanding and fluency.
Goal 2:   Read and understand literature representative of

          various societies, eras and ideas.
Goal 3:   Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.
Goal 4:   Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations.
Goal 5:   Use the language arts to acquire, assess and

          communicate information.

Under these goals Ottawa Elementary students will learn to
• Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections.
• Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.
• Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.
• Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to

convey meaning.
• Read and interpret a variety of literary works.
• Use correct grammar, spelling punctuation, capitalization and

structure.
• Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes

and audiences.
• Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes.
• Locate, organize, and use information from various sources to

answer questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.
• Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a

variety of formats.

                                        



                   Mathematics

TEXT SERIES:
Kindergarten: Math Land  Creative Publishing
1-6 grade:  Harcourt Math  Harcourt Publishing
7/8: Middle School ll  Math  Harcourt Publishing
 Pre-Algebra Glencoe McGraw Hill Publishing
 Algebra Glencoe McGraw Hill Publishing

Math topics studied include numeration, operations, measurement,
problem solving, fractions, patterning, equations, algebra, and geometry.

Illinois State Math Goals

Goal 6:  Demonstrate and apply a knowledge and sense of numbers,
              including numeration, and operations (addition, subtraction,

    multiplication, division) patterns, ratios and proportions.
Goal 7:  Estimate, make and use measurements of objects, quantities and
              relationships and determine acceptable levels of accuracy.
Goal 8:  Use algebraic and analytical methods to identify and describe patterns

    and relationships in data, solve problems and predict results.
Goal 9:  Use geometric methods to analyze, categorize and draw conclusions

    about points, lines planes and space

Under these goals students will:
• Demonstrate knowledge and use of numbers and their representations in

a broad range of settings.
• Investigate, represent, and solve problems using number facts, operations,

and their properties and relationships.



• Compute and estimate using mental math, paper-and-pencil methods,
calculators and computers.

• Solve problems using comparison of quantities, ratios, proportions, and
percents.

• Measure and compare quantities using appropriate units, instruments and
methods.

• Estimate measurements and determine acceptable levels of accuracy.
• Select and use technology, instruments and formulas to solve problems.
• Describe numerical relationships using variables and patterns.
• Solve problems using systems of numbers and properties.
• Use algebraic concepts and procedures to represent and solve problems.
• Use geometric methods to analyze, and draw conclusions about points,

lines, planes and space.
• Identify, describe, classify, and compare relationships using pints, lines,

planes and solids.

                                             

                                                   



            SCIENCE

TEXTBOOKS:
K-6:   Discovery Science  Silver Burdett Publishing
7th grade: Science Interactions Course 2  Glencoe Publishing
8th grade: Science Interactions Course 3  Glencoe Publishing

Topics studied include life science, biology, earth science, weather, the human
body, plants, and physical science.

ILLINOIS STATE SCIENCE GOALS

GOAL 11: Understand the processes of scientific inquiry and technological
 design to investigate questions, conduct experiments and solve
 problems.

    GOAL 12:  Understand the fundamental concepts, principles and
   interconnections of  life, physical and earth/space sciences.

GOAL 13:  Understand the relationships among science, technology and
              society in historical and contemporary contexts.

Under these goals Ottawa Elementary students will:
• Know and apply the concepts, principles and processes of scientific

inquiry.
• Know and apply the concepts, principles and processes of

technological design.
• Know and apply concepts that explain how living things function,

adapt and change.
• Know and apply concepts that describe how living things interact

with each other and with their environment.



• Know and apply concepts that describe properties of matter and
energy and the interactions between them.

• Know and apply concepts that describe force and motion and the
principles the explain them.

• Know and apply concepts that describe the features and processes
of the Earth and its resources.

• Know and apply concepts that explain the composition and
structure of the universe and Earth’s place in it.

• Know and apply accepted practices of science.
• Know and apply concepts that describe the interaction between

science, technology and society.

     



SOCIAL SCIENCES

TEXTBOOKS
2-6 grade: Horizons  Harcourt Publishing
7th grade:  Creating America, A History of the United States Beginnings

       Through Reconstruction  McDougal Littell Publishing
8th grade:  Creating America, 1877 to the 21st Century  McDougall Littell

        Publishing

Topics studied include World History, Illinois History, United States
History, our community, political, social, and economic systems, and
different cultures.

IILLINOIS STATE SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS

GOAL 14:  Understand political systems, with an emphasis on the United
. States.
GOAL 15:  Understand economic systems, with an emphasis on the

         United States.
GOAL 16:  Understand events, trends, individuals and movements

         shaping the history of Illinois, the United States, and other
         nations.

GOAL 17:  Understand world geography and the effects of geography on
                   society with an emphasis on the United States.
GOAL 18:  Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United
                   States.



Under theses goals Ottawa Elementary students will:
• Understand and explain basic principles of the United States

government.
• Understand the structures and functions of the political systems of

Illinois, the United States and other nations.
• Understand election processes and responsibilities of citizens.
• Understand foreign policy as it relates to other nations.
• Understands the development of United States political ideas and

traditions.
• Understand how different economic systems operate.
• Understand that scarcity necessitates choices by consumers and

producers.
• Understand trade as an exchange of goods and services.
• Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.
• Understand the development of political events.
• Understand the development of economic systems.
• Understand Illinois, United States and world social history.
• Understand Illinois, United States and world environmental history.
• Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features in the

Earth.
• Understand relationships between geographic factors and society.
• Understand the historical significance of geography.
• Compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language,

literature, and the arts.
• Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in

society.

               



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH

Ottawa Elementary offers a rigorous physical Education program in which
students acquire skills and knowledge in movement, physical fitness,
health, nutrition, and how the human body works.

TEXTBOOKS:
5/6 grade: Health Focus on You  Charles E. Merrill Publishing Co.
7th grade: Decisions for Health    Holt Publishing
8th grade:  Game Plan  Project Reality Publication

ILLINOIS STATE PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH
STANDARDS

GOAL 19:  Acquire movement skills and understand concepts needed to
                  engage in health-enhancing physical activity.
GOAL 20:  Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical

         fitness.
GOAL 21:  Develop team-building skills by working with others through
                   physical activity.
GOAL 22:  Understand principles of health promotion and the prevention
                  and treatment of illness and injury.
GOAL 23:  Understand human body systems
GOAL 24:  Promote and enhance health and well being through the use
                  effective communication and decision-making.



Under these goals Ottawa Elementary students will:
• Demonstrate physical competency in individual and team sports,

creative movement and leisure and work-related activities.
• Analyze various movement concepts and application
• Demonstrate knowledge of rules, safety and strategies during

physical activity.
• Know and apply the principles and components of health-related

fitness.
• Assess individual fitness levels.
• Set goals and develop individual fitness improvement plans.
• Demonstrate individual responsibility during group physical

activities.
• Demonstrate cooperative skills during structures group physical

activity.
• Explain the basic principles of health promotion, illness prevention

and safety.
• Describe and explain the factors that influence health among

individuals, groups and communities.
• Describe and explain the structure and functions of the human body

systems.
• Explain the effects of health related actions on the human body.
• Demonstrate procedures for communicating in positive ways,

resolving differences and preventing conflict.
• Apply decision-making skills related to the protection and promotion

of individual health.

                 



FINE ARTS

Ottawa Elementary has an understanding of the
importance of the arts in our schools.  We have a
band program, which begins when students are
entering the 4th grade.  Pre-K-6 grade have general music classes. At 5/6
students have an opportunity to audition for Friendly City Sound.  This
choir meets weekly.  At our Middle School, students have an opportunity
to join the Middle School choir, which meets daily.
Art is also a part of the curriculum at Ottawa Elementary.  Students are
introduced to a variety of art mediums and have an understanding of the
importance of art throughout our history.

ILLINOIS STATE FINE ARTS STANDARDS

GOAL 25:  Know the language of the arts.
GOAL 26:  Through creating and performing, understand how works of art
           are produced.
GOAL 27:  Understand the role of the arts in civilization, past and present.

Under these goals Ottawa Elementary students will:
• Understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and

expressive qualities of the arts.
• Understand the similarities, distinctions, and connections in and

among the arts.
• Understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies

used in the arts.
• Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one

or more of the arts.
• Analyze how the arts function in history, society, and everyday life.
• Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society,

and everyday life.



INDUSTRIAL ARTS

Industrial Arts is offered at Shepherd Middle School.  In this
program, students learn to identify and use tools, use math
measurement concepts, learn about safety, and do a variety of
construction projects.

                                       

HOME ECONOMICS

Home Economics is offered at Shepherd Middle School.  This
program follows the Family and Consumer Science federal
Standards.  Students taking this class learn how to sew, cook, learn
about nutrition, and  life-skills needed when they enter society.



TECHNOLOGY

Ottawa Elementary recognizes the importance of technology and is
committed to making sure our students have a solid foundation in the
programs needed to be competitive when they leave school.
Technology staff use the National Educational Technology Standards for
Students (NET*S).
Students get education in keyboarding, basic terminology, word
processing, the use of a spreadsheet, power point, the use of digital
cameras, and search engine research.  Students are also instructed in
Internet safety.


