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Cleve Threadgill, Superintendent

Dear Community Members,
As the 2018-19 school year draws to a close, I want to thank everyone
associated with Ottawa Elementary for your support of our schools. We hope
this year has been an enriching experience for our students and families. As we
enter the summer months, we encourage our students to be active learners and
take advantage of programs in our community that support continuous learning
opportunities. Programs like Reddick Library’s Summer Reading Club and
Camp Invention are available to families while school is not in session.
Ottawa Elementary has more exciting opportunities on the horizon. We will be
one of the few districts in the state to incorporate a Zspace lab at Central School
in 2019-2020. This is an expansion of our STEM programming that began at
Shepherd in 2017-18. Our one-to-one initiative will also expand next year as we
move toward 21st Century learning with career education as a highlight.
As we plan for the 2019-20 school year, we look forward to seeing our students
and families again. For our 8th grade graduates and those who may be leaving
us, we certainly wish you the very best in your future endeavors.
Sincerely,
Cleve Threadgill
Superintendent
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Central Elementary School
Ryan F. Myers, Principal

Carrie L. Price, Dean of Students

Team L.E.A.D.
Team L.E.A.D. is a service club at Central. Students in this club organize and carry out a service
project each month. The purpose of each project is to help an organization, person, or community
in need. The club reaches out to individuals in our own community, nationally, and even globally.

We did several projects within our own community this year. First, we completed a fundraiser for
Korie, a young student in the district who recently battled cancer. To raise money, Central had
Fun Friday dress days and also had a competition to see which teacher would raise the most
money and be “made into a cake” in front of the entire school. Team L.E.A.D. visited residents at
Pleasant View nursing home before the holidays. During our visit, we brought the residents
Christmas gifts and made ornaments. Currently, we are making craft kits to send to local
hospitals, nursing homes, and homeless shelters. Each kit has the materials and directions to make
a craft, but most importantly are a small way to bring these residents/patients a smile and
enjoyable activity. Our final project this year will be working with residents of Friendship House;
we will be creating May Day baskets with the residents and will be planning a field day for an
afternoon of outside fun!
Our national project was a fundraiser to raise money for victims of the California wildfires; these
recent wildfires were some of the worst in California’s history. Team L.E.A.D. sold items during
lunches to students, such as lanyards and Smencils, to raise more than $1,000 for the wildfire
victims.
Finally, students learn that there are ways to positively impact people around the globe. In
November, we took a trip to Sycamore, Illinois, to participate in Feed My Starving Children; this
is an organization that packages meals for kids around the world who battle hunger on a day-today basis.
Team L.E.A.D. students have worked very hard this year to make an impact in their community
and beyond. These students are bringing the vision of the club to life: Leaders Encouraging A
Difference.
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Jefferson Elementary School
Nathaniel M. Pinter, Principal
Wow! What a year it has been…starting the year with some warm conditions and then
moving into subzero temperatures during the winter. Winter weather that forced the
cancelation of several days of school, but through it all one thing remained constant,
smiling faces everyday that the children were at Jefferson. I truly can’t believe how fast
a year goes. I feel like we were just welcoming everyone back from summer break at our
Open House/Supply Drop Off. As I write this, I can’t help but look back at 4 great years
here at Jefferson.
This year saw teachers implementing Lucy Calkins, a writing initiative, in their
classrooms. They also implemented the new RULER initiative. RULER is an evidencebased approach for integrating social and emotional learning into schools. I can not say
enough about our staff at Jefferson Elementary. They work tirelessly throughout the year
to provide our students the best possible education. They are always going above and
beyond to ensure that they are offering everything they can to help our students grow
academically and socially.
I want to thank all of the parents out there from Jefferson Elementary. Having parental
support and an open line of communication is an essential part to have a successful
school. Thank you for everything you do for your child and our school. All of you are
the best!!!
I can not say enough about how supportive our Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) has
been throughout the year. They hosted some very successful events throughout the school
year. They had a successful Culver’s Night, a successful Rosatis night, a successful
Trivia Night, successful ice cream social, and many more things that would take too long
to list. They are continuing to use the money raised to benefit the students and staff at
Jefferson and to make it an even better place for education. Some of the money raised
from these events, will go towards our technology goals.
Now a message to our 4th graders, who are moving on to a different building. I want to
wish you the best! You were a great bunch of students and I have no doubt that you will
be successful with whatever you choose to do.
I want to wish you adventure, relaxation, and quality time with your family in the next
two months. I look forward to seeing all of you again on August 21st, the first day of
school.
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Lincoln Elementary School
Ryan D. Lemberg, Principal

Lincoln Elementary School celebrated Literacy Night, in April, with a visit from
children’s author, Amy Logan. Amy read aloud, A Girl With A Cape during an
afternoon assembly. Amy’s assembly was centered on kindness. Students’ were
asked to focus on what makes each of them special and unique. Students left
the assembly with a kindness card and were challenged to brighten someone’s
day by passing on their kindness cards. In the evening, families were invited
back to hear Amy’s newest book, The Best Book Ever. Ten books were raffled off
to students in attendance. Amy was available to autograph books as well as
answer any questions and take pictures with families. For more information
regarding Amy Logan or any of her books, please visit her website:
https://gotyourcape.com/
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McKinley Elementary School
Moriah S. Mott, Principal

It has been a great year at McKinley School. We are just wrapping up Teacher
Appreciation Week. We asked students to write thank you notes to their
teachers and we read the notes during morning announcements. This has
become a wonderful way to recognize our staff for all of the amazing things
they do for our students. Fourth grade has been practicing their kickball
skills for our staff versus fourth-grade kickball tournament. The winning
team earns a champion belt that is displayed in our display case. Last year
the students beat the teachers and this year’s fourth-grade group is eager to
continue the winning streak. This is a fun activity that students look forward to all year.
The McKinley staff would like to thank our PTO and volunteers who helped us organize all of
our events. We sincerely appreciate all you do for our staff and students! We are extremely
grateful for all of the support we are given by our PTO and are appreciative of all of the parents
who volunteer their time to help inside and outside of the classroom. Our staff and students have
really benefited from all of the amazing support we have been given. Because of all of the PTO
and parental support, we were able to purchase 1:1 iPads for
our third-grade classrooms this year. Next year fourth grade
will be getting 1:1 iPads and we are excited about taking
learning to the next level.
This year our teachers have implemented a new writing
curriculum called the Lucy Calkins Units of Study. We have
found that our students are enjoying writing. Students are
excited to write at home and to bring their writing pieces back
to school to show their teachers. It has been fun seeing all of
the creativity in our authors. McKinley students are also
working on identifying their emotions using the Mood Meter
from Yale’s RULER program. They are checking in with
their classroom teachers, sharing which emotion quadrant they are in, and deciding if they want
to stay there or shift to a different quadrant. RULER has not only given us a common language
but it brings self-awareness and emotional intelligence into the classroom.
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Shepherd Middle School
Gary R. Windy, Principal

Melanie J. Conley, Assistant Principal

Important Reminders
The 2018-19 school year is quickly coming to an end. Shepherd will be
recognizing our honors students on May 23rd, 6:00 p.m., at Shepherd Middle
School. Graduation is set for May 30th, 7:00 p.m., at Ottawa High School.
Fore!
An addition to the STEM lab this school year was the introduction of the sphero
ball. Students collaborated with one another to code a sphero ball which was
used to roll on a nine-hole mini golf course. They created nine programs that
corresponded with the nine-hole setup designed by Mr. Baxter; then students
used phones or Ipads to create a code that would control the direction of the
sphero ball. Students had to program their sphero ball to roll from the tee all the
way into the hole, learning how to make adjustments if their ball did not make it
with the code that was used. The winning group took just seventeen strokes
(tries) to complete the nine-hole course!

Kroger Reward
Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Kroger Reward Program for
Shepherd. This year alone we will have given back over $2,000 to students.
The program allows us to reward students for their accomplishments, making
good choices, and helping students who are in need. If you would like to sign up
for the Kroger reward program, please contact the Shepherd office.
Summer Message
I wish all of our students and their families a safe and adventurous summer as
well as congratulate our graduating eighth graders as they enter into high school.
Please plan on attending supply drop-off night for the 2019-20 school year on
August 19th. See you next school year!
Gary Windy
Principal
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Athletics
Melanie J. Conley, Athletic Director
As the end of the school year approaches, we want to take a moment to thank all of our Ottawa
Elementary families who have supported our athletic programming throughout the school year. Tentative
tryout dates and sports schedules for the 2019-2020 school year are listed on Central and Shepherd’s
web-page under the “Athletics” tab. As a reminder, all students wishing to participate in tryouts must
have a current physical (within 12 months), a signed concussion form, and insurance information turned
into the office one week before tryouts begin. We encourage all students to ‘sign up’ for tryouts
beforehand so we can ensure that all of the required paperwork is turned in on time. Parents will be
notified of sports tryout sign-ups via email.

Shepherd Middle School has team up with OSF St. Elizabeth to offer a Sports Physical Clinic on
Thursday, July 25th from 2-5pm at Shepherd Middle School. Physicians will be onsite to conduct sports
physicals and to complete the required form for tryouts. No appointment is necessary, and the clinic is
open to all students in need of a sports physical. The cost of the sports physical will be $25, and
insurance is not accepted for this clinic. OSF has graciously offered to donate all proceeds from the
clinic to Shepherd’s Athletic Programming. If you have questions about the the clinic, please contact the
Shepherd office. *Please note that this clinic does not offer general physicals that are required for school
entry in grades pre-k, k, 6, and 9.

Wrestling: We would like to congratulate Ivan Munoz and Carter Goolsby for being State qualifiers for
wrestling during the 2018-2019 season. We would also like to congratulate Ivan Munoz for winning first
place in the 65 lbs weight class at the State championship wrestling tournament. The 2018-2019
wrestling team was coached by Matt Johnson, Charles Shreve, and Rafael Munoz.

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of our students and parents, new track uniforms will be purchased for
the 2019-2020 school year. Students will no longer have to purchase their own track uniforms each
season.
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Special Services
Dr. Jeremy J. Lambe, Director of Special Services

The special education department at Ottawa Elementary would like to thank the community for
another excellent school year. The support of parents and other community members is
instrumental in our students’ academic success and we value and appreciate all of your time,
dedication, and effort.
IEP Requirements
When thinking about the purpose of your child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP), it may be
helpful to think of this document as a road map that details where your child is, where you want
her/him to be in one year, and how she/he will get there. The IEP for each student MUST include
the following components:
(1) A Statement(s) of the student’s present levels of educational performance in all areas of
concern and an explanation of how the disability affects progress in the general education
curriculum. These statements often address academics, life skills, communication, physical
functioning, social and behavioral skills, and/or any other areas of concern
affecting the child's ability to learn.
(2) A Statement(s) of measurable annual goals that is updated at least on an
annual basis. Goal statements specify what your child is expected to learn in the
coming year. The IEP must also contain details of how progress toward goals
and objectives will be measured.
(3) Specific specially designed special education instruction, related and
supplementary aids and services recommended to help the student make progress
toward meeting the IEP goals, the amount of time the student will receive the
services, and the setting. The IEP must also include projected beginning and ending dates of
services, the frequency of the services, where they will be delivered, and how long they will be
provided.
(4) The extent to which the student will be able to participate in the Regular Education Program
with non-disabled peers to ensure that each student is educated in the least restrictive environment
to the greatest extent appropriate.
(5) Program modifications, accommodations or supports school personnel must provide to enable
your child to advance appropriately toward attaining the annual goals; to be involved in and make
progress in the general education curriculum and to participate in extracurricular and other
nonacademic activities.
(6) Individual accommodations that are necessary to measure the academic achievement and
functional performance of your child on State and district-wide assessments.
Ottawa Elementary has a five-day per week preschool program with morning or afternoon
sessions. For parents that are interested in the preschool program, a simple play-based screening
at Lincoln School can be scheduled through Jenny at the Main Office (815-313- 3926). The
program is free and provides gross/motor outdoor time, whole group/small group instruction, and
over an hour of free choice play. The program provides a snack and busing is provided to and
from the child’s home, child-care setting, or other preschool program. Call now to schedule your
screening!
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School Social Worker
Alecia Ruiz, MSW and Mallory Wassmann, MSW

Are You Smarter Than Your Child’s Smartphone?
Social networking, social media, and technology are constantly evolving. Long gone are the days of dial up
internet, chatrooms, MySpace and AOL Instant Messenger. According to Common Sense Media, 53% of
Tweens, ages 8-12, own their own tablet and 24% of Tweens own their own smartphone. On any given day,
American tweens averaged approximately 6 hours worth of entertainment media use. That number excludes
any time spent on entertainment media for homework at home or at school. With ongoing access to
entertainment media (i.e. watching TV, movies, and online videos; playing video, computer, and mobile games;
using social media; using the Internet; reading; and listening to music) and the ever-changing dynamics of our
tech-savvy world, safety continues to be an area of concern. It is important that parents are up to date on the
most popular smart-device apps that school-aged children are using for social networking, along with the
precautions.
The following list highlights just some of the most popular smart-device apps that school-age children are
currently using:
Texting Apps
● Kik Messenger is a texting app that allows users to text for free. There are no messaging limits.
○ Concerns: Stranger danger can be an issue.
● WhatsApp is a messaging app that is free of charge. It allows users to send messages (i.e. text, video,
and audio) and/or photos to others.
○ Concerns: The age requirement for WhatsApp is 16 and older. This app will automatically
connect you to other people in your phone who also use WhatsApp.
Self-Destructive/Secret Apps
● Snapchat is a messaging app that allows users to put a time limit on videos and/or pictures that are sent
out to others. The videos or pictures will automatically “disappear” after the alloted time runs out. Often,
people will send out funny or embarrassing photos, without the fear of public humiliation.
○ Concerns: Screenshots can be taken of “snaps” and can be made public to others. The risk-free
component of Snapchat may motivate others to send inappropriate photos or videos. Snapchat
also has a feature where users have easy access to “articles” geared towards pop culture,
relationships, and celebrities.
● Whisper is a confessional app that allows others to express how they are feeling and whatever is on their
mind, along with a photo or image. Whisper is an outlet for others to share their feelings, without the
fear of judgement.
○ Concerns: Whispers can be inappropriate in nature. Often, whispers promote others to exchange
personal information to meet up.
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Photo and Video Sharing Apps
● Instagram is a photo and video-sharing app that allows users snap, filter, and share photos and short
videos. It brings together the all the popular features of a social media sites through sharing, viewing,
and commenting on photos.
○ Concerns: Kids become focused on how many “Likes” their photos or videos are getting, along
with comments. The photos and accounts are automatically defaulted to “Public” versus
“Private”. Kids can also send private messages to their followers.
● Tik Tok is a performance and video sharing network that features people lip-synching famous songs or
original songwriting and singing. Users gain a following among friends or can share their posts
publicly.
○ Concerns: Songs and videos can contain inappropriate content. Kids are motivated by “Likes”
and gaining followers on their videos.
Chatting, Meeting, and Dating Apps
● Omegle is a chat site that easily links strangers by anonymously connecting people through shared
interests. Users are able to chat via text or video.
○ Concerns: Users are paired with complete strangers. Chats amongst users are anonymous, so
people feel more comfortable using inappropriate language and gestures. It isn’t an appropriate
app for children and teens to use, due to explicit content and language.
So how do we keep our kids safe?
As parents and educators, just the thought of trying to keep up with all of the new applications, websites, and
terminology that are “in” with our kids is exhausting. Entertainment media is constantly changing and it can be
challenging to monitor all of the different games, apps, and social media accounts children are utilizing with
technology. It is important that parents set boundaries, are knowledgeable, and have open, honest conversations
about what their children are using. Parents should also “do their homework”. Thankfully, organizations like
Common Sense Media work to help make this process a little bit easier. Common Sense Media offers up-todate and unbiased reviews on the safety of current movies, games, apps, TV shows, websites, books, and
movies. Additionally, Apple offers a step-by-step guidelines to help with setting parental controls for a child’s
iPhone or iPad.

Resource Links
https://www.tomsguide.com/us/best-parental-control-apps,review-2258.html
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/16-apps-and-websites-kids-are-heading-to-after-facebook
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cyber-safety-tips-resources-for-parents/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201304

“Visions” the future of Ottawa Elementary District 141

Page 11 of 13

Edgar J. Bundy Memorial School
Karen Roth, Facilitator

It’s been a great year, with our program expanding to include 7 grade levels! April
and May were busy months as many students visited our one-room
schoolhouse.
Fourth and fifth grade classes learned about Abraham Lincoln, including his ties
to Ottawa as well as a bit of local history. Much like Lincoln and Douglas, the
students enjoyed the chance to debate each other, but our topics were much less
serious than slavery and states’ rights. It is interesting to hear someone else’s
perspective and statements, even about simpler topics as year-round school vs.
9-month school, or which season is better, winter or summer.
Second grade classes made a return visit (their first was a wonderful oldfashioned Christmas celebration) to learn about spring in a country school. They
especially enjoyed making butter and sampling it! It took a lot of muscle and
shaking to change whipping cream into butter, and was a perfect tie-in to their
science lessons about liquid, solid, and gas. They also realized that although
making butter was fun, tasks like that were less entertaining when they were a
necessary weekly chore.
Kindergarten and first grade classes were excited for their first glimpses into the
one-room school. They were amazed by the desks, the wooden floors, and the
outhouse! Arithmetic problems were solved using vintage buttons. They also
partnered up to sort the buttons by color and size; then they formed letters of the
alphabet with the buttons.
Mark your calendars; Sunday, September 29, 2019 will be a special day as we
celebrate the 25th anniversary of The Edgar J. Bundy Memorial School in OES.
There will be a brief ceremony at 1:00pm followed by the opportunity for families
to tour the schoolhouse. Student Ambassadors will be on hand to answer
questions, and everyone can sign their names on a log-cabin autograph quilt. It’s
going to be a fabulous family day!
It’s been a great year in our extraordinary, one-room schoolhouse. I’m thrilled to
see what comes next and am looking forward to expanding our learning
experiences!
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Curriculum & Assessment
Christine M. Bucciarelli, Director of Curriculum and Instruction

Dear Ottawa Elementary Families,
It’s hard to believe another year has gone by. Soon students and staff will say their goodbyes and summer break will
officially begin. Summer is a time for students and families to relax and enjoy their time together. During the summer months, it’s
important to encourage your child(ren) to continue to read and write.
A great place to visit is our local library. Check out Reddick Library’s website for more information regarding their
summer programs for children.
https://www.reddicklibrary.org/content/childrens-department
Reddick Library is located at 1010 Canal St., Ottawa, IL 61350.
Listed below are some other ideas/activities your family may enjoy.
More information on the activities listed below can be found by accessing:
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/summer-literacy-challenge
Visit a museum, online!
You'll be surprised by how much you can explore without leaving your house. One example is the Smithsonian Institution
Kids site. It's complete with offerings from Art to Zoo, for kids and students of all ages. (https://www.si.edu/kids)
Point, shoot, and write
Most families have access to a digital camera, iPad or camera phone. Snap some photos and then encourage your child to write a
silly caption for each photo. Not feeling that ambitious? Cut out some pictures from a magazine or the newspaper and have your
child write original captions for those.
Write it down
Encourage your child to keep a simple journal or summer diary. Track interesting things like the number of fireflies seen in one
minute, the number of mosquito bites on a leg, or the different types of food that can go on the grill. Each entry is a chance to be
creative!
Word Searches
Word searches are a great way for children to identify sight words and spelling patterns.
https://www.sightwordsgame.com/sightwordgames/sight-word-games-word-searches/
https://thewordsearch.com/cat/kids-puzzles/
Listen to celebrities read books online
https://www.storylineonline.net
Reading Bingo Board
Turn reading into a game! Download Scholastic’s Reading Bingo Board
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/kids-activities-and-printables/printables/reading-worksheets/summer-reading-bingoprintable.html

Happy Reading!
Christine Bucciarelli
Director of Curriculum and Assessment
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Board of Education
Kerry Bryson, Brenden Donahue, Mark Fisher, Mary Ganiere, Ron Henson,
Maribeth Manigold, Stephen Omolecki

A Message from Kerry Bryson, Board of Education President
Earlier today, while scrolling through my social media, I came across a quote that said “May is
the new December -- just without all of the lights and decorations.” For some reason, that really
struck a chord with me. Maybe it’s because looking at my family’s calendar for the month of May
makes my head spin. Maybe it’s because we just ate a fast-food dinner for the third night in a
row. Or maybe it’s because I know that this column is already five days overdue. Yeah, it’s
probably that last one given that I was scrolling through my social media when I should have
been writing this.
Seriously, though, it is so busy at this time of year that May really does rival the holiday season.
It’s so busy, it’s even been given a name -- “Maycember.” There are ball games and spring
concerts. End-of-the-year field trips and final projects. Teacher gifts and honors nights. And, for
many Ottawa Elementary families - Eighth Grade Graduation!
Of course, these things are both exciting and exhausting. Personally, I enjoy all of the activities.
And, I’m glad our students still have the opportunity to go on field trips and showcase their
talents at concerts and in sports and to be recognized for their achievements. But, like the holiday
season, May makes me wish for more hours in the day, and sometimes for more days in the week
(or, even better, the weekend).
In an effort to combat the chaos of May, I did what I often do -- I turned to the Internet. A quick
Google search for ways to survive “Maycember” turned up the following advice: keep it simple,
slow it down, and don’t let the stress overwhelm you. Easier said than done, I know. It’s nearly
impossible to slow down and keep it simple when there are so many tasks to complete and places
to be. And, the stress is inevitable when you’re trying to make sure your student has a packed
lunch to take on the day’s field trip and a clean uniform for their ball game that night and all of
the supplies for their big school project due the next day.
That being said, I’m going to try to follow the Internet’s advice (you know, because if it was on
the Internet, it must be true). Maybe that packed lunch will be a quick trip through Subway in the
morning. Maybe a “clean-ish” baseball or softball uniform will do. And, that final project, I bet a
lot of the supplies are already in my house if my kids look hard enough. Plus, I bet nobody will
even notice that none of these things are perfect -- because they rarely are.
So, as we approach the end of the school year, and the end of “Maycember,” let me wish you all a
great summer. A summer full of relaxation, of days spent with friends and family, and of enough
time to recharge for the 2019-2020 school year. And, finally, let me extend my thanks to the
Ottawa Elementary staff for another great school year. Enjoy your break!

